Amsterdam: Excerpta Medica 1972 In their introduction the editors state two aims for this bookto provide insight into the mechanism of unwanted drug effects and to pass information on to the practising physician. Both aims are important, but particularly the latter in view of its increasing importance to medicine today. The first of these aims is quite well dealt with in the earlier chapters. These cover basic pharmacological precepts, processes, interactions and sideeffects, and their relation to the patient's genotype and disease. Their readability is marred by the slightly uncomfortable smallness of the print, and the excessive use of references, which in several instances leaves one searching for the continuation of the sentence.
The second aim is attempted in the format of a medical textbook. The side-effects of drugs are dealt with under the title of the different medical disciplinesgastrointestinal, hzematological &c. This leads to a loss of cohesion in this section.
Drugs, such as anticoagulants and corticosteroids are dealt with repetitively by each succeeding author. Dr Hollisters chapter on 'Disorders of the Nervous System' is a good example of how this fonnat may be used. He deals with various neurological syndromes mimicked by drugs, or confused by them. This of more use than a compilation of drugs which show side-effects in the various medical specialties. This is a reference book whose price precludes private ownership, and whose format could be improved in order to achieve a more digestible form for the practising physician. J Immunology is one of the fields of medical research which is currently undergoing a rapid expansion. Thus an up-to-date publication embodying the most recent advances in knowledge of allergy in relation to dentistry would have been welcome.
The first four chapters comprise a general introduction to allergy in relation to historytaking, management of the child and adult patient, and reactions to drugs, including treatment. Several other chapters also begin with a brief definition and introduction to allergy, using variable terminology. This repetition is presumably inevitable when there are no less than 22 contributors to the 17 chapters.
The chapters devoted to oral manifestations of allergy and the role of immunity in oral disease are disappointing in the light of modern concepts of the immune response. Current opinion now favours an autoimmune hypothesis for aphthous ulceration, and no reference is made to candida infection or premalignant lesions, at present thought to be associated with immunodeficiency.
One disturbing feature of the book is the number of hypotheses unsupported by references.
For instance, it is suggested that local antesthetic solution deposited in the sub perineural space during mandibular or maxillary blocks might move centripetally to the midbrain, causing unconsciousness. Chapter 9 discusses an assortment of diseases theoretically assumed to be accompanied by salivary gland reactions, again without a single reference.
Many sections are written in essay style and none of the colour plates referred to were included in the edition under review. The intentions of this book are good, and it does correlate all aspects of allergy in dental practice. As a reference work or treatment manual it is inadequate and outdated.
